Stance: AI Policy

Our Mission

Stance: An International Undergraduate Philosophy Journal is produced and edited entirely by students. We aim to enrich student learning by providing opportunities for undergraduate students to have their original scholarly work reviewed by—and published in—a peer-reviewed academic journal.

Stance AI Policies and Practices 

The use of AI tools should be entirely avoided in the process of writing and submitting to the journal. We retain the right to reject papers on the basis of a suspicion of AI use. 

We value human authorship and originality of thought. By submitting to Stance, an author is claiming that the submission is their own original thought and writing. Representing ideas and text generated by AI as the author’s own work is considered plagiarism and violates the originality criteria of Stance submissions. AI tools such as LLMs are trained using existing works without providing credit to the authors. Therefore, ideas generated by AI not only violate the originality criterion for publication in Stance, but also frequently risk plagiarism, even without that intent. Authors are strongly encouraged to also not use AI to edit papers, as this could cause our reviewers to falsely believe plagiarism has taken place. 

Additionally, authors are assured that their intellectual property will be protected, even if there is suspicion of AI use. In order to ensure that the author’s confidentiality is protected, Stance will not use any AI tools to check the originality of submissions. All accusations of AI use will be presented to our team of content editors, who are trained in detecting AI usage in writing.

Policy Guidelines 

Definitions: “AI tool” means any software, algorithm, model, or system that utilizes generative artificial intelligence techniques such as large language models (LLMs); machine learning; natural language processing; computer vision; and/or data analytics to provide insights, make predictions, or generate outputs.

1. Compliance and Accountability
· Scholarly work submitted to Stance will not be created, modified, reviewed, and/or further processed by AI tools.
· Violations of this Policy may result in the dismissal of scholarly work with prompt notification of rejection.

2. Data Privacy and Security
· Personal data will not be processed or collected by AI tools.
· Stance employees will not utilize or promote AI tools in its business.

3. Bias and Fairness
· Suspicion of AI tools used in scholarly work will be reviewed by a trained team.
· Confirmation of AI suspicions will be conducted in a just voting system before deciding whether or not there is justification for concern.

4. Acceptance
· By submitting scholarly work to Stance, you agree to comply with this Policy.
· Non-compliance with this Policy could lead to rejection of your submission.




